
Forest Restoration Using 
the Cocoon in Maamba

CASE STUDY
This case study presents part of the results from the 

feasibility study of the performance of the Cocoon tree 

planting technology in varying ecological and climatic 

conditions of Zambia. 

Results SummaryAugust 2020

Exactly a year ago, a forest restora�on exercise using the Cocoon technology was 
carried out at Mweela Primary School in Maamba, Sinazongwe District. The 
plan�ng exercise took place on 20-08-2019. 

The soil analysis carried out as part of the pre-plan�ng strategy revealed that the 
soil type on the selected plot was clay loam and the organic ma�er content of the 
soils was low. In order to improve the water and nutrient reten�on capacity of the 
soils, it was recommended to increase the organic ma�er content. Available 
Phosphorus (P) was also below normal levels considered adequate for op�mal 
arable cropping. Fer�liza�on with phosphate fer�lizer was the recommended 
remedial ac�on required with cropping and tree plan�ng.

We did not apply any of the recommended remedial ac�ons and just allowed 
the trees to adapt to the surrounding environment. The stewardship expressed 
by the school management and Chongololo Club members has certainly played 
a pivotal role in ensuring the survival of the trees.

The restora�on ac�vity saw a total of 55 par�cipants take part in the plan�ng of 
250 trees. The par�cipants cons�tuted of members of the feeder communi�es in 
and around Mweela Village, pupils from Mweela Primary School, partners from 
The Forestry Department and community leaders that included the headman of 
Mweela Village. 

The growth performance of the trees encouraged the school to implore an 
inter-cropping approach that lead to the growth of a lush and healthy garden in 
the midst of the fruit and agroforestry trees that were planted.  A year later, 
the results are very posi�ve and the Cocoon Incubator con�nues to prove its 
effec�veness in tree plan�ng efforts. 

Protecting Nature is our Responsibility

1 Year LaterAt Time of Plan�ng

For queries, contact the following:
CONTACT US

Phone: +260 211 251630. 

National Office is at plot 4435 Kumoyo 
Road, Longacres, Lusaka.

Website: www.conservationzambia.org

Email: wecsz@microlink.zm
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